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Identification is an investigative measure for dealing with the crime effectively 
and based on the nature that the crime-related objects is perceived and recognized. 
Identification plays an important role in the criminal litigation activities so that it is 
often used by investigators as a means of investigation. However, due to the 
constraints of human cognition and memory capacity, the results of identification may 
not necessarily accurately reflect the objective truth, and even if the criminal suspect 
is singled out, he or she may be innocent, even if the items is singled out, it may also 
be irrelevant to the case. To analyze the identification characteristics and 
psychological mechanism results that the process of identification makes the criminal 
cognitive process be fraught with errors and great danger which are caused by the 
identification participant’s "honest" error. The author has engaged in police 
investigative work for eight years. Through combining the studies of practical case 
with the relevant theory, I find out six reasons for the identification errors, and the 
corresponding preventive measures that identification participants must be restricted 
by the statutory procedural rules and the justified conclusion of identification should 
be achieved through the laws and regulations to restrict appropriately the conditions, 
methods, means and procedure of identification. 
This article comprises six parts, including introduction, four chapters and 
conclusion.  
Chapter 1 explains the characteristics of criminal identification and analyzes the 
scientific basis and psychological mechanisms for criminal identification, as well as 
gives a brief introduction to the function and classification of identification for further 
analysis as below through combining the practice with our legal provisions relating to 
criminal identification, as well as the scholars’ research of the concept of criminal 
identification. 
Chapter 2 demonstrates that the credibility of identification is doubtful by 















to the base of identification: the error between the conclusions of identification and 
the objective truth, the conclusions of identification can not be completely back in 
objective truth, and the convergence psycho logic is easy to produce defects in  
identification. 
Chapter 3 analyzes profoundly the six specific reasons of criminal identification 
error through combining the perspective of the base of the risk of error in the criminal 
identification procedures with the detection. 
Chapter 4 is the vital part of the article, combines with the practice of detection 
identification to study how to prevent the errors of criminal identification. Focusing 
on the problems in criminal identification, such as acts and technology lack the 
necessary procedural norms, the author proposes the corresponding improvement 
proposals of legislation. Then the paper will point out that any conclusion of 
identification can not be alone as evidence to prove the facts of the case, on the 
contrary, they must be proved and support one another, and to be combined to a 
portfolio of evidence. Moreover, as the evidence, it must have three conditions: First, 
identification is carried out strictly accordance with the rules of identification; Second, 
after review, the conclusion of identification is scientific and reliable; Third, the 
conclusion of identification is not contradictive with other evidences. In order to 
suppress the arbitrariness and uncertainty in the identification procedure, and to 
protect the accuracy of the conclusion of identification to a certain extent, the author 
proposes the identification rules of procedure. These procedural rules include not only 
the i pre-authorization approval of identification, to avoid the meeting, inquire first 
and identify later, to inform the rules and to use the conclusion of identification with 
caution, but also, even more important, the rules of being free to identify in the 
identification procedure, the rules of mixed identification, the rules of identification 
respectively, etc. This paper also proposes a few specific issues to which should be 
paid attention in the practice of the criminal identification and investigation. 
The author holds that, as long as cognizing and understanding the principle of 
identification, infighting into the reasons for criminal identification error, mastering 















of identification with caution, and continuing to improve the identification system, we 
will solve lots of doubts in cases, prove the truth, and achieve its proper value through 
identification as a investigative measures. 
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